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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH{S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10/23/03 , 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Double Patenting 

Applicant is advised that should claims 3-5 be found allowable, claims 6-8, 
respectively, will be objected to under 37 CFR 1.75 as being a substantial duplicate 
thereof. When two claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in 
content that they both cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is 
proper after allowing one claim to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of 
the allowed claim. See MPEP § 706.03(k). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Yanagidate 
(U.S. 5,220,549). 

Regarding claims 1-8, Yanagidate teaches: 
An optical pickup unit, comprising: 

• at least one light source (see Column 2, lines 44-46) 

• an optical device for focusing light emitted from a corresponding light source 
on an information recording medium (see Column 2, lines 44-45) 

• one or more drive devices for driving the optical device to vary position of the 
optical device relative to the information recording medium (see Column 2, 
lines 46-48) 
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• a detector for detecting light reflected from the information recording medium 
(see Column 2, lines 48-49) 

• a memory device for storing optical pickup information of the optical pickup 
unit therein (see Column 1, lines 54-55 and Column 3, lines 55-61) 

• wherein the optical pickup information includes at least one of light emission 
characteristics of the light source, driving characteristics of the drive devices, 
production management information of the optical pickup unit, driving 
characteristics of the drive devices containing characteristics of a 
reproduction-only information recording medium, and driving characteristics of 
the drive devices containing characteristics of a recordable information 
recording medium (see Column 5, lines 24-29, Column 6, lines 5-9 and 
lines 16-19) 

An information recording and reproducing apparatus for perfonning at least one 
of functions of reproducing information recorded on an information recording medium 
and recording infomiation thereon, comprising (see Column 1, lines 33-35): 

• the optical pickup of Claim 2 (see Column 5, lines 24-29, Column 6, lines 
5-9 and lines 16-19) 

• one or more detecting units for detecting optical pickup information of the 
optical pickup unit (see Figure 5, Element 21) 

• at least one of a writing unit and an information reading unit, the writing unit 
writing the optical pickup information detected by the detecting units in the 
memory device installed in the optical pickup unit, and the infomiation reading 
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unit reading the optical pickup information written in the memory device 
installed in the optical pickup unit (see Claim 2 and Column 1, lines 59-60) 

• at least one signal processing unit for executing predetermined processing for 
signals input/output to/from the optical pickup unit (see Figure 1, Element 13, 
Column 4, lines 10-23 and Column 3, lines 21-29) 

• one or more adjusting units for adjusting parameters for the processing 
executed by the signal processing unit on the basis of the optical pickup 
information read by the information reading unit (see Column 3, lines 61-68, 
Column 4, lines 1-2) 

• one or more drive control units for controlling the drive devices on the basis of 
a detection signal of the detector installed in the optical pickup unit as one 
processing (see Figure 1, Elements 10,13-14) 

• an intensity adjusting unit for adjusting intensity of light emitted from the light 
source installed in the optical pickup unit as another processing (see Column 
5, lines 24-49) 

• wherein the optical pickup information includes at least one of light emission 
characteristics of the light source, driving characteristics of the drive devices, 
production management information of the optical pickup unit, driving 
characteristics of the drive devices containing characteristics of a 
reproduction-only infomnation recording medium, and driving characteristics of 
the drive devices containing characteristics of a recordable information 
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recording medium (see Column 5, lines 24-29, Column 6, lines 5-9 and 
lines 16-19) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas D. Alunkal whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1127. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Shanon Foley can be reached on (571)272-0898. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http.7/pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





